A retrospective study of 79 secondary intraocular lens implants performed during 1984-87 in a large teaching hospital is reported. The period of follow-up ranged from 6 months to 3.9 years (mean 16.6 months). The principal indication for surgery was contact lens intolerance. Thirty four per cent of the patients had previously undergone cataract surgery with implantation of the other eye. Eighty-three per cent of the patients achieved a visual acuity within one Snellen line of best-corrected preoperative visual acuity. A further 2.5% lost two lines of Snellen chart acuity, and 14.5% had a substantial reduction in visual acuity. We conclude that in carefully selected patients secondary intraocular lens implantation is an acceptable and often highly successful way of treating monocular aphakia and we discuss the selection and preoperative investigation of such patients.
The practice of secondary intraocular lens implantation in the management of aphakia has gained widespread acceptance in the United States of America. (l·8) It is probable that this procedure is also being carried out in many centres in this country, perhaps on an occasional basis, though no reported series have been identified in the British literature.
We report here experience at the Royal Eye Hospital, Manchester, which currently accounts for a small but growing proportion of the total number of lens implants used. The mean age of the patients was 73 years (range 15-94 years). The age categories of the patients are given in Table I . Twenty-eight patients (39%) were male and 44 (61 %) were female. Fifty-two operations (66%) were performed under general anaesthesia and 27 operations (34%) under local anaesthesia.
The average interval between the primary and secondary procedures was 5.2 years (range 3 months to 27 years). This interval was greater than one year in 71 cases (90%).
All patients have been followed-up for a minimum period of 6 months. The average length of follow-up was 16.6 months with a range of 6 to 46 months. by a senior house officer,
The incidence of this procedure is rapidly increasing at this centre, This is illustrated in Table III .
The visual acuities of the contralateral eyes (65 eyes as 7 patients received bilateral intraocular lenses) are given in � Table II .
Seventy-two per cent contralateral eyes had a best-corrected visual acuity of 6/12 or better.
Twenty-eight per cent of the contralateral eyes were phakic and normal, 34% were 
Major complications:
One of the cases of vitreous loss had a persistently shallow anterior chamber 
Minor complications:
There were three cases of secondary open angle glaucoma successfully controlled on topical B-blockers. There were three cases of Despite the fact that 14% of our patients suffered a significant and irreversible loss of visual acuity and despite the significant risk of complications, we have been impressed by the dramatic improvement in the visual status of a large majority of the patients studied.
With improved selection and preoperative assessment, we feel confident that in the hands of an experienced surgeon, secondary lens implantation has an important part to play in the rehabilitation of aphakic patients. 
